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Professor Yoshio Sugiura 
  
Preface 
 
This volume is edited in honor of Professor Yoshio Sugiura on his retirement from Tokyo 
Metropolitan University in March, 2015. 
Professor Yoshio Sugiura was born on January 10, 1950 in Aichi Prefecture. He earned a 
Bachelor of Literature degree and a Master of Literature degree from Nagoya University in 1973 
and 1975, respectively. He began his academic career as Assistant Professor at Tokyo Metropolitan 
University in 1978. Then he became Associate Professor in 1983. From February to October in 
1985, he served as a visiting researcher at the Department of Geography, Ohio State University, 
where he studied under Professor Lawrence A. Brown. In 1986, he was awarded a Doctor of 
Science degree from Tokyo Metropolitan University with a thesis entitled “Spatial Diffusion of 
Innovations”. Then he has been Professor since 1991. Professor Sugiura successively held various 
posts such as the chair of the Public Relations Committee, and the International Exchange 
Committee of Tokyo Metropolitan University. Later, he served as the Dean, Faculty of Urban 
Environmental Sciences from 2009 to 2012.  
  His research covers wide area of human geography and has published over fifty research papers 
and no less than ten books. He started his academic works from spatial diffusion of innovations 
since he was a graduate student. Since then, he has promoted theoretical/quantitative geography to 
become a leading scholar of human geography in Japan. His research interest covers a wide range 
of research topics in geography, including spatial interaction models, locational analysis, 
environmental perception, central place theory, modern geographical thought, and geographic 
space in literature.  
   Professor Sugiura examined eleven doctoral theses as an examiner in chief and mentored 
countless colleagues and students. In 2005, Association of Japanese Geographers (AJG) granted 
him the award for excellence for his publication of books and articles on a broad range of 
geography and his original contributions to promote public awareness of geography.  
Finally, we wish Professor Sugiura long continuous years of research activities and academic 
education with good health. 
 
March 25, 2015 
 
Yoshiki Wakabayashi 
Editor in Chief 
 
Takehiko Suzuki 
Chairperson of the Department of Geography  
iii
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